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A Booklet for These Times 


The Coming of Jesus and Elijah 
and the 
Great Battle of Armageddon 


Have you read the booklet on this vital 
subject? 

It reveals Biblical evidence concerning the 
second coming of Jesus and His Kingdom. 


It shows conclusively that Elijah the 
Prophet is to appear as the forerunner of 
Jesus; contrasts his mission with that of 
John the Baptist; reveals the great moral 
reformation that will follow his appearing. 


This booklet describes concisely the Bat- 
tle of Armageddon, its outcome, and the 
peace that shall follow. 

Send for your copy today. 


64 pages, size 6 by 9 inches. Price 20 cents. 


This same edition is available in pocket 
size, set in smaller type. Get these copies 
to send to your friends. 


One dozen copies $1.00 
Single copies 10 


1956 Edition 
GOD'S SPIRITUAL CREATION 


The pages of this booklet unfold the sig- 
nificance of the Creation Allegory of the 
first three chapters of Genesis. These chap- 
ters, taken literally, have long been a stum- 
bling block to the clergy, a puzzle to the 
laity, and an object of scorn and ridicule to 
the scientist and critic. This booklet shows 
that instead of relating the work of the 
natural creation these chapters outline the 
moral development and ultimate salvation 
of the true Church. 

This work is the result of years of study 
by the Rev. L. T. Nichols, founder of the 
Megiddo Mission, and the whole is based 
on his discourses on Genesis which com- 
prised 48 lectures. 

80 pages, size 6 by 9 inches. 


Price each 20 cents postpaid. 


HISTORY 
of the 
MEGIDDO MISSION 
13th edition 
The pages of this book unfold the purpose 
of our organization and the scope of our 
work, both past and present, for the dis- 
semination of Truth. This edition is re- 
vised to include more facts relating to 
present-day home and missionary activities. 
Old subscribers who have long cherished 
an unfulfilled desire to visit the Mission can 
now “get acquainted” through the medium 
of the printed page. A comprehensive syn- 
opsis of our beliefs is contained in the 
Appendix. 


Price 40 cents postpaid. 














A Find “Worthy of Mention” 
Fellow Believers: 

It was my great gain some months back 
to come into possession of both Volumes of 
The Known Bible and Its Defense.” Since 
that time I have been reading the MESSAGE 
at the Library. I feel that it is the only 
thing that has ever happened in my life 
worthy of mention. 


Pinckneyville, Ill. S. D. S. 


Help to Stand True 
Dear Maranatha Sister: 

Surrounded as we are on every side by 
unbelievers, a line or two from the head- 
quarters is just what is needed to keep us 
standing true to our calling. When evil is 
more contagious than good, a great deal of 
strength is necessary not to become cor- 
rupted. 


South Amboy, N. J. L. M. K. 


Questions Made Clear 
Dear Christian Friends: 

The Mercipp0 MESSAGE has been most 
helpful to me. The very things I wonder 
about are made so clear to me through the 
MESSAGE. 

Your literature has shown me how to live 
for God, the one and only way. 

Covington, Ga. L. G. 


Sends the Light On 
Dear Friends: 

We so much enjoy reading the MESSAGE. 
I send mine to England, after reading it 
through. 


Toronto, Ont., Can. M. C. 


A Help in Thinking Things Out 
Dear Friends: 

I am glad that I had so much teaching 
of Mecippo MEssaGE that I can think for 
myself and meditate on the Word... . 

I am thankful for the teaching which [ 
had from you and your dear Church. 

Nurnberg, Germany A. A, 


Brings a Good Word 
To Whom Concerned, 

I was so very happy to get the Sept. 22 
issue of your magazine. I feasted on every 
word in it. I do so much long for Chris- 
tian fellowship, and the magazines are my 
only means of the good word up here in the 
canyon. 

Winnemucca, Nevada Mrs. J. J. A. 
Finds We Have a Work to do. 

Kind Sir: 

Your paper is indeed God’s precious 
Word, and we have learned in reading the 
MESSAGE that we have a work to do our- 
selves. 

Huntington Beach, Cal. 


Mrs. R. G. S. 








October 20, 1956 


THE MEGIDDO MESSAGE 


Vol. 48, No. 21 








Blessed Ate They Which Are Called unto the 
Marriage Supper of the Lamb 


HE thought of entering a clime, a country, a land, 

where the inhabitants shall never grow old; where 

there shall be no sorrow, sickness, pain or death, 
should be sufficient to cause individuals to cry out, “Praise 
ye the Lord. I will praise the Lord with my whole heart, 
in the assembly of the upright, and in the congregation” 
(Ps. 111:1); for if there is one thing for which we 
should praise the Lord, it is the chance to enter a land 
where we shall never grow old. 

It is not the fantasy we have been taught from our 
childhood; but Paul declares that we shall know even as 
we are known (I Cor. 13:12), basking in the sunshine 
of an eternity. We shall be perfectly organized beings, all 
filled with immortal vigor, and never grow old. As we all 
know, we are now nearing the confines of the tomb, where 
every joy will be forever locked from us, and there shall 
be nothing to which we can look forward; but if we get 
a good understanding, which is to depart from evil, we 
shall be worthy to have the tomb unlocked for us, and 
then nothing but joy shall be our portion forever. 

To think—the earth is to be “filled with the knowledge 
of the glory of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea” 
(Hab. 2: 14). We look around us now and see the desola- 
tion, the sin and misery which are rampant, and it makes 
us long for the time for Jesus to be here, when men will 
stir up themselves to take hold of His Truth (Isa. 64: 7). 

The Lord must have given us some means and criterion 
by which we can know that we are going to meet in that 
summerland of love. He declares plainly the very reason 
and tells us how we shall know, if we will turn to Ps. 
89: 15, “Blessed is the people that know the joyful sound: 
they shall walk, O Lord, in the light of thy countenance.” 

Yes, we shall behold His glory, if we know the joyful 
sound. To know it is to understand, and to understand is 
to depart from every evil way, thought and feeling (Job 
28: 28). He has told us what that is. He declared to us 
plainly that we must keep these words in order to be pre- 
pared, ready to enter there. 





The Marriage Planned 


Now there is going to be a supper by and by, and shall 
we partake of it? We read of it in the last words we ever 
heard from heaven, the last letter that God ever caused 
to be written to humanity. Oh, that letter we should prize! 
He has written sixty-six letters to us, and they should 
have some weight with us. This letter is for us to read. 
“Oh,” says one, “you might better be piling up some gold 
and silver than to bother to read the Bible’; but no! 
“Seek ye first the kingdom of God and his righteousness.” 
This is a commandment. The first thing is right-doing, 
righteousness. 

We read in that last message (Rev. 19:1), “I heard 
a great voice of much people in heaven, saying, Alleluia.” 
And why are they crying, “Alleluia. ... Praise our God, 
all ye his servants, and ye that fear him, both small and 


great”? He says further: “And I heard as it were the 
voice of a great multitude, and as the voice of many 
waters.” He tells us the waters are “peoples, and multi- 
tudes, and nations, and tongues” (Rev. 17:15). Every 
star that shines is peopled with these immortal beings, 
millions of them. Therefore he said, “I heard as it were 
the voice of a great multitude... saying, Alleluia: for the 
Lord God omnipotent reigneth. Let us be glad and rejoice, 
and give honor to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is 
come, and his wife hath made herself ready.” God fore- 
told that union away back in the Genesis allegory. When 
the spiritual Adam (Christ) recognizes His bride (the 
church) He “shall cleave unto His wife and they shall be 
one flesh.” This is made very plain in Eph. 5: 27—321. 
And verse 32 concludes the message: “This is a great 
mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and the church.” 

Paul, writing to the church, said, “For I am jealous 
over you with godly jealousy: for I have espoused you to 
one husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin 
to Christ” (II Cor. 11:2). 

I think we shall not be lonesome when we hear that 
song sung by the “many waters” or hosts of angels, “Let 
us be glad and rejoice, ... for the marriage of the Lamb 
is come, and his wife hath made herself ready.” It will 
afford us such joy and comfort, such ecstatic pleasure, as 
never entered the mind of man to anticipate! 

Here is the plan stated briefly. God has created this 
earth for the inheritance of the righteous, of whom His 
Son and His wife are the firstfruits. He has extended the 
gracious invitation through the ages to all who would, 
to become a part of the grand multitudinous woman, the 
Eve, the church, the bride who shall be united to her hus- 
band at the Marriage Supper. 


The Invitation 


“Blessed are they which are called unto the marriage 
supper of the Lamb” (Rev. 19:9). There is to be a feast, 
by and by, and He is telling us that some have been in- 
vited; for the angel told John to write, “Blessed are they 
which are called” to that Supper. 

In that wonderful epistle to the Hebrews, the writer 
states: “God, who at sundry times and in divers manners 
spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets.” At 
sundry times and in divers manners, the Heavenly Fa- 
ther has been calling, calling. Away back in the begin- 
ning He was calling to the sons of men, inviting them into 
the vineyard to be partakers of His plan of eternal sal- 
vation to be bestowed upon the faithful away down at the 
end. 

This Wisdom, who was with Him “from the beginning, 
or ever the earth was,” was calling, calling her invitation 
(Prov. 8: 22—30): “Unto you, O men, I call; and my 
voice is to the sons of man” (Prov. 8: 4). “Come, eat of 
my bread,” she calls, “and drink of the wine which I 
have mingled” (9:5). That call, that loving invitation, 
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was sounded to Abel, to the prophets of Israel, to the 
weary captives in Babylon, to the disciples of Jesus 
Christ, to the “twelve tribes which are scattered abroad,” 
in every age. And in these last hours of the day of sal- 
vation, the invitation is still extended. “Ho, every one 
that thirsteth,” rings the call; “Come ye, buy, and eat.” 

Then through the Prophet Isaiah, He calls, “Hearken 
diligently unto me, and eat ye that which is good, and let 
your soul delight itself in fatness. Incline your ear, and 
come unto me: hear, and your soul shall live, and I will 
make an everlasting covenant with you, even the sure 
mercies of David” (Isa. 55: 2, 3). 


How Many Invited? 


Throughout the long span of man’s probation, “many 
are called, but”—solemn thought—‘“few are chosen.” 

Do you know that our Lord and Master, after having 
warned the people, said, “Strait is the gate, and narrow 
is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that 
find it”; but “wide is the gate, and broad is the way, 
which leadeth to destruction, and many there be which 
go in thereat”? Now to which place do you really want to 
go? To life and beauty and glory which follows the Mar- 
riage Feast; or follow in the way of destruction because 
there are multitudes there? I should rather, for my part, 
be like Moses. There was a multitude around him, but 
he would rather “suffer affliction with the people of God 
than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season”; having 
“respect unto the recompense of the reward.” 

Now Jesus said, “Few there be that find it,” but still 
that few will be a greater company than any with whom 
we have ever associated. Some may think, “I would be 
lonesome with such a few.” But no! Jesus will be there, 
and He is the One who said, “Few there be that find it.” 
Do you not see that you are mocking at Jesus? Few there 
be that find this home, this life in glory. 

Now there are reasons why there will be few. We must 
know what this Bible teaches in order to be saved; and 
only few will give ear. This blessed Truth must dwell in 
us; and thus is it not worthwhile to be studying the Bible? 
Turn to Jesus’ command in John 5:39, “Search the 
scriptures.” The many do not want to search; but it is a 
noble work to “search the scriptures,” to “study to show 
thyself approved unto God.” 

There is a Day of Judgment coming, and if we have 
laid our Bibles on the shelf we shall never be among the 
few. I believe the great God of this Universe, and He is 
proper authority. When He tells us so, it is so. He will 
despise us if we have despised His Word; if we have 
mocked at Jesus. It does not matter whether it is you or 
I, rich or poor, great or small. 

In His sermon, Jesus simply restated what Moses had 
long before declared, that the number of those who would 
hear the gracious call, to become a part of this Eve, the 
bride, should be but few—even “the fewest of all people” 
(Deut. 7:7). 

The Prophet Daniel, looking down to the time of the 
end when the bride should be separated from the foolish 
virgins, envisioned the auspicious Judgment Scene. He 
says that one hundred million shall stand at that grand 
assize (Dan. 7:10); but we find the decision in Rev. 
14: 1, “And I looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on the mount 
Sion, and with him a hundred forty and four thousand, 


having his Father’s name written in their foreheads.” 
That is the number who shall sit at that marriage feast— 
144,000 prepared ones. 


What Preparation Necessary? 


Continuing in v. 5, we read, “And in their mouth was 
found no guile: for they are without fault before the 
throne of God.” That is the preparation—a character 
pure and holy in which there is no guile, not guilty of 
the least sin, “without fault before the throne of God.” 

Jesus said that all who stand with Him there, will 
have the Father’s name written in their foreheads. And 
what is that name? “And his name is called The Word of 
God.” Now we have to be doing the writing of this Word 
of God on our foreheads now. For we are commanded, 
“Bind them upon thy fingers, write them upon the table 
of thine heart” (Prov. 7:3). What for? So that “when 
thou liest down and when thou risest up,” they may “lead 
thee ... keep thee .. . talk with thee” (Deut. 11: 18—20; 
Prov. 6: 22, 23). But this will take time. You will have to 
study if you ever dwell there; and you will begin to think 
that few there be that find it. 

The many professors of religion tell you that you do 
not have anything to do. But the Book tells you to 
“Work!” You must work, for “the night cometh when no 
man can work.” If you would participate in the Mar- 
riage Supper to come, you cannot partake of the world’s 
leaven; can have no part in their feast, for “what con- 
cord hath Christ with Belial? Or what part hath he that 
believeth with an infidel?” If you have concord with the 
doctrines of the professors of religion, you are gone; but if 
you have concord with Jesus, you will eat of this com- 
munion every day, eat of it all the time. That is com- 
munion with the Lord. 


Prepare by Communion 


Turn to I Cor. 5: 6—8, and we find something there 
that relates to this subject: “Your glorying is not good. 
Know ye not that a little leaven leaveneth the whole 
lump? Purge out therefore the old leaven.” Beware of this 
leaven, purge out your old doctrines of the mother church. 
Purge yourself from them, says the Lord and Master. 
So many glory in the thought that Christ did all the work 
for them; but this is not true. Paul advises to beware of 
their doctrines; they will do you no good. 

Such glorying is not good. “Know ye not that a little 
leaven leaveneth the whole lump? Purge out therefore the 
old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, as ye are unleav- 
ened. For even Christ our passover is sacrificed for us: 
therefore let us keep the feast.” Is this a literal feast? 
If it is, then it is literal bread and leaven. “Let us keep 
the feast, not with old leaven, neither with the leaven of 
malice and wickedness; but with the unleavened bread of 
sincerity and truth.” The Lord wants the communion 
of the body of Christ, all of the members drinking the 
water of life—not literal water—all drinking the blood 
of Jesus, and eating His flesh. It is not literal flesh and 
blood, but the doctrines of Christ. You are to drink the 
doctrines that flow from Him, the Words of His mouth. 
“They are spirit and they are life,” as He tells us in John 
6: 63. He says: My flesh that you are talking about profits 
you nothing. If you think you will get any good out of 
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the literal flesh of Christ, you are deceived. “It is the 
spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the 
words that I speak unto you, they are spirit and they are 
life.” If you have not these words, you have not the 
spirit of Christ, and they that have not the spirit of 
Christ are none of His. 

How may you know whether you belong to Him or 
not? You must have communion hourly, all through the 
year, or it would amount to nothing for you to partake 
of the emblems once a year on the night in which Jesus 
was betrayed, for the bread and wine is only a symbol of 
the constant communion of the body of Christ, constant 
doing of His commandments. Then you will be like the 
Psalmist says, “Blessed is the man that walketh not in 
the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of 
sinners.” He will beware of them. He will come out and 
separate himself from them; he will not listen to those 
that teach things contrary to the Word of the Lord. 

“And I looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on the mount Sion, 
and with him a hundred forty and four thousand, having 
his Father’s name written in their foreheads,” and they 
are undefiled. They are not defiled with women, the 
daughters of the old mother church. They are pure from 
false doctrines and false practices. I would rather walk 
and live in eternity with the undefiled, for in Ps. 119: 1, 
we read, “Blessed are the undefiled in the way, who walk 
in the law of the Lord,” the narrow way, and there are 
only a few of these undefiled ones. All others are defiled 
with the works of the flesh, the evils that cling to every 
man who does not wash in this Word. But few will be 
harbored within the mighty walls of Jerusalem. The 
masses will be struggling outside until destroyed and the 
earth will be rid of all iniquity. Thus the Psalmist de- 
clares unto us: “Blessed is the man that walketh not in 
the counsel of the ungodly.” 

We must be eating His flesh. We have to have this com- 
munion. “My flesh is meat indeed,” says Jesus, “My meat 
is to do the will of him that sent me, and to finish his 
work” (John 4:34). The blood we have to drink is the 
keeping of the commandments of God. 

You cannot drink of the cup of the Lord and the cup 
of devils. One is full of Truth. It is all His command- 
ments, filled with Truth; and the other is full of the false 
doctrines, the one you must beware of. We must drink 
of the cup that is full of the communion of the body of 
Christ, in unity with the Head; and if you are not united 
to the Head in doctrine and practice now, you are no part 
of the body, and hence you will not be called to the Mar- 
riage Supper. Only the bride will be called, only the un- 
defiled, they who have made themselves ready. 


The Wedding Garment 


Oh, do you know there is more in these few words than 
all the world know—‘“and his wife hath made herself 
ready”! Every man and woman who is a member of that 
body, the church or the bride, must make himself or her- 
self ready. She must be purified within and without. That 
takes in the purification of our minds, our conversation 
and conduct “even as he [Christ] is pure” (I John 3:3). 

“And to her was granted that she should be arrayed 
in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the 
righteousness of saints” (Rev. 19:8). Now you have to 
be clothed with that robe of right-doing. God is the One 


who tells you what is right and what is wrong. It is not 
what man says about it that should influence you, but 
what God says about it. This great voice said, “She hath 
made herself ready,” and these teachers tell you that you 
do not have to make yourself ready, but that the blood of 
Jesus is the only thing that makes you ready. But Jesus 
says (John 15:3), “Now ye are clean through the word 
which I have spoken unto you.” And His great minister 
whom He, Himself, established in the work, said, “That he 
might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water 
by the word, that he might present it to himself a glori- 
ous church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such 
thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish” 
(Eph. 5: 26, 27). 

All through the day of salvation, every member of that 
Bride has had to prepare those fine linen garments of 
the righteousness of saints. 

What about her ornaments? 

Peter describes them as the “hidden man of the heart, 
in that which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a 
meek and quiet spirit” (I Pet. 3:4). 


The Supper 


That Wedding Supper will be complete when the wife 
hath made herself ready. All the faithful Bride shall be 
ready to meet the Lamb. Why is it called supper? Because 
it is at the end of the day. Supper is in the evening. Oh, 
that will be a wonderful “feast of fat things, a feast of 
wines, of fat things full of marrow, of wine purified from 
the lees” (Isa. 25:6, Douay Translation). 

That rare wine is made of fruit from the tree of life. 
It is purified from all dregs, and will stimulate with 
immortal vigor all who are called to the Marriage Sup- 
per. It will be a feast of life and immortality (Rev. 2:7). 

Moreover, there are grand and splendid surprises in 
store, for it was revealed to John that the overcomers or 
participants at the Marriage Feast should be served with 
“hidden manna.” And, of course, the Bride will change 
her name. What will it be? It is for us to work to be 
there to know, for the invitation reads “To him that over- 
cometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will 
give him a white stone, and in the stone a new name writ- 
ten, WHICH NO MAN KNOWETH SAVING HE THAT RE- 
CEIVETH IT.” 





One thing I know, we get just what we should, 
Each man is paid according to his worth. 
This fact, I think, if better understood, 
Would help to solve our problems here on earth. 
We cannot hope to sow the seeds of sloth 
And then the harvest that it brings evade: 
No, by the care with which we cut the cloth, 
So, in the future, is the garment made. 
One thing I know, there is no halfway mark: 
No thin veneer can hide a life of shame. 
Our actions are revealed in light or dark; 
And when we sin, well, we must take the blame. 
We may avoid the issue for a day, 
May seem to come into unearned success. 
But in the end, this is not God’s just way— 
We get what we deserve, no more, no less. 


—Selected. 








The Battle 





UCH has been written about the noble characters of 
Bible history. From the Biblical account we grasp 
some of the warmth, the intensity, the struggles, the 
heartaches, the remorse, the joy, the sorrow, that gripped 
the hearts of these very real human beings. Mirrored in 
our lives we see their conflicts, feel their tempests, com- 
prehend their victories or defeats and shed like tears. 
Concerning David, we have read and thought much of 
his stormy life. His entrance on the stage of action began 
with his encounter with Goliath. We would know more of 
God’s champion and his opponent. 


Goliath Versus God! 


Goliath seemed to have everything on his side—ezcept 
God. The things in which he boasted were just the things 
about which men are prone to boast today. 

He had physical strength. “His height was six cubits 
and a span.” Athletics had done all they could for him, 
and he was a fine type of animal perfection. 

He had splendid military equipment. “A helmet of 
brass,” and “a coat of mail,” and “‘a spear like a weaver’s 
beam”! Surely, if fine material equipment determines 
combats, the shepherd-lad from the hills of Bethlehem 
would be annihilated. 

And he enjoyed the enthusiastic confidence of the Philis- 
tines. He was his nation’s pride and glory! He strode 
out amid their shouts, and their cheers were like iron in 
his blood. 

But all this counted for nothing, because God was 
against him. Men and nations may attain to impressive 
animalism. Their warlike equipment may satisfy the most 
exacting standard; and yet, with God against them, they 
shal] be as structures woven out of mists, and they shall 
collapse at the touch of apparent weakness. The issue was 
not Goliath versus David, but Goliath versus God! 


Preparing for Great Encounters 


God’s champion is at present feeding sheep! Who would 
have expected that Goliath’s antagonist would emerge 
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from the quiet pastures? However, this young champion 
of the Lord had won many victories before he faced 
Goliath. Everything depends on how we approach our 
supreme conflicts. If we have been careless in small com- 
bats we shall fail in the larger. If we come, wearing the 
garlands of triumph won in obscurity, the shout of vic- 
tory is already in the air! Let us look at David’s trophies 
before he removed Goliath’s head. 

He had conquered his temper. Hear Eliab’s irritating 
taunt, “Why camest thou down hither? and with whom 
hast thou left those few sheep in the wilderness? I know 
thy pride, and the naughtiness of thine heart; for thou 
art come down that thou mightest see the battle.” Mark 
the fine self-possession of the young champion’s reply! 
“What have I now done? Is there not a cause?” That con- 
quest of temper helped him when he took aim at Goliath! 
There is nothing like passion for disturbing the accu- 
racy of the eye and the steadiness of the hand. 

He had conquered fear. “Let no man’s heart fail be- 
cause of him.” There was no panic; there was no feverish 
and wasteful excitement. There was no shouting “to keep 
the spirits up!” He was perfectly calm. 

We need this calmness. Not only do we need it in the 
moment of a crisis but in the long preparation which pre- 
cedes a crisis. We instinctively associate serenity with 
the highest types of power among men, seeing in it the 
poise of knowledge and calm vision, the self-mastery 
which excludes all splutter and artificiality of any kind. 
Calmness is learned in hours of reflection. This lesson 
David had learned. Let us not forget that much of David's 
self-possession was due to his hillside reflections. He 
knew his own weakness. He knew God’s strength! He 
knew himself. He also learned to appreciate the greater 
values in life—ideals, principle, truth. 

Is this same calmness mirrored in our lives? 

David had conquered unbelief. He had within his 
mind a rich history of the dealings of God with His peo- 
ple through the ages and his confidence was now un- 
clouded and serene. 

When we are faced by insecurity, danger, or uncer- 
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tainty, how strong is our faith? Do we have, reflecting 
in our lives, the confidence, the solid assurance, that the 
Almighty is protecting, guiding and directing the Cause 
which we serve and love? When God needs a champion 
for the right, will you volunteer? 

Now for Goliath! 


The Mood of Triumph 


“I come to thee in the name of the Lord of Hosts” 
(I Sam. 17: 45). The man who comes up to his foes with 
this assurance will fight and win. Reasonable confidence 
is one of the most important weapons in the warrior’s 
armory. Fear is always wasteful. The man who calmly 
expects to win has already begun to conquer. Our mood 
has so much to do with our might. And therefore does 
the Word of God counsel us to attend to our dispositions, 
lest we waste our strength on indolence, fear, indecision. 

What of the great Goliath which we face daily? We 
recognize him as the Flesh, “the Old Man,” the carnal 
part of our personality. This is the foe we face each hour 
of the day. To battle victoriously against this mighty ag- 
gressor, Self, calls for cool, steady insight. As did David 
—let us come to the battle “in the name of the Lord of 
Hosts.” It is His battle that we are to fight—and ours. 
Know the enemy, bring him out into the open light and 
then—slay him! 

The man who comes up to his foes with holy assurance 
will fight with consummate skill. He will be quite “col- 
lected.”” All his powers move together as one. He is as 
self-possessed upon the battlefield as upon parade, as un- 
disturbed before Goliath as before a flock of sheep! And 
therefore fighting with perfect composure, he fights with 
superlative skill. The right moment is seized, the right 
stone is chosen, the right aim is taken, and great Goliath 
is brought low. 


The Test of Victory 


The hour of victory is a more severe moral test in some 
ways than the hour of defeat. Many a man can brave the 
perils of adversity, who succumbs to the seductions of 
prosperity. He can stand the cold better than the heat! 
He is enriched by failure, but “spoilt by success.” To test 
the real quality of a man, let us regard him just when he 
has slain Goliath! 

“David behaved himself wisely!” He was “not eaten up 
with pride.” He went among his friends as though no 
Goliath had ever crossed his way. He was not forever re- 
counting the triumph, and fishing for the compliments 
of his audience; he “behaved wisely.” 

David had gone forth in the name of the Lord of Hosts. 
His faith was strong and abiding in the strength of 
Jehovah. Thus when victory shone upon his efforts he did 
not accept the victory as his own, but as the Lord’s. 

And, how do we take our victories? Do we behave our- 
selves wisely? So many of us tarnish our victories by the 
manner in which we display them. We put them into the 
shop-window, and they become “soiled goods.” How we 
take our victories is as important as the victory itself. 
Thus to conquer our Goliath, we must master pride. Hu- 
mility will then level our demeanor and calmly direct our 
gaze and energies. 

And now—on to the battle with flags waving, trumpets 
shouting, heads high and fearless, to conquer the Goliaths 
of sin! 


OBSTACLES 


EMPTATIONS and obstacles are the common lot of 
even the purest. To be tempted is not sin; it endan- 
gers us only as it finds a welcome in our minds. So long 
as we give it no sympathy, no sin enters. No matter how 
long or severe the temptation, the soul remains unharmed. 
To the very end there will be obstacles and temptations 
to imperil our progress. The most troublesome of all ob- 
stacles is evil thoughts, and from this huge boulder of 
offense come a multitude of stones to obstruct our path- 
way. 

A careless word, an unkind act, a hurt feeling, or per- 
haps a bitter tone may snare our feet. Our knees may 
often become feeble in the valley of discouragement, or 
we may find ourselves flat in the dust from stumbling 
over the stones of undue concern over temporal matters. 
If not exceedingly careful and on our watch, seeking 
honor of men or self-justification will flag us down. 

What gives us more unhappy hours or more tumbles 
than this unruly little member, our tongue? By nature 
the tongue is hasty at spitting out bitter, mean and hate- 
ful things; and only as we exercise the greatest amount 
of care, watchfulness and caution shall we ever succeed 
in bringing it into a condition where it will speak only 
those things that are well-pleasing to God. 

The thing that should concern us most in life is the 
removing of every obstacle obstructing our ascent to 
the pinnacle of perfection. What are we doing about our 
obstacles and temptations? Do we put only an amber sig- 
nal where we should put a huge red light? 

We must take diligent note of our besetments and 
avoid them. If we abhor evil, we will avoid its contami- 
nating influence on every possible occasion. If circum- 
stances should ever cause us to be in the presence of evil, 
we will close our eyes to it by taking no notice of it, or 
pleasure in it. If we do fall, let us get up, go to the Word 
and gather strength to resist the tempter next time. 
Jesus’ formula was, “Watch and pray that ye enter not 
into temptation.” 

Every time we resist the evil impulse and subdue it, 
we gain more strength with which to resist the next. The 
more strength we gain, the easier the obstacles can be 
removed. 

Our manifold temptations are simply the threatening 
side of manifold blessings. We must look upon our ob- 
stacles as opportunities, not as something to be dreaded, 
but as something to be used to lift us up to a higher 
plane of life. These obstacles were not meant for us to 
stumble over, no more than a stairway was meant for us 
to fall down. By placing one conquered obstacle on top of 
another we can, step by step, reach our destination. 

This work will never be accomplished without willing- 
ness. There will be no hardship to a true Christian; and 
the one who appreciates that rest to come will be willing 
to work. 

One moment’s halt may make us too late to enter the 
Kingdom; it is far on in the night, the glorious Morn- 
ing will soon dawn. 

It is not those who simply say, “I will try,” that ac- 
complish this work of removing the obstacles, but those 
who go to work with all their mind, might, and strength 
to achieve that end. 








ELLOW pilgrims of the latter day, greetings! You 

would know who I am? I am Sarah of Abraham’s 
day, and have a warm and tender feeling toward you of 
these last days; you who journey to the same eternal City. 
How wonderful to greet you, whom we could only dimly 
comprehend! For you know, when God promised the 
venerable Abraham that his seed should be as the stars 
for height and of a great number, we knew the plan 
should have to unfold over a long period. 

Let me say again, how glad I am to greet you! 

Having served one God and one Heavenly Father, do 
we not have much in common? Abraham and I were 
chosen to be the spiritual forebears of the faithful, 
throughout all the ages to come. You have answered the 
call to walk before God and become perfect, therefore you 
automatically become our spiritual children. If children, 
then you are our heirs; and God has promised great and 
lasting possessions to all our children. Those precious 
promises given in the small hours of probation’s day 
reach down and encircle even you of this little group— 
of this latter-day dispensation. 

How I wish I could arouse you to a greater realization 
of how necessary it is for you to complete your unfinished 
work! Many centuries have rolled into the past since I 
worked out my salvation. I had my day of probation: this 
is yours. I had my opportunity: this is yours. 

Friends, when you read of the worthies of old, does it 
make you think that we had advantages which you do not 
have today? No, we were not superhuman. We, too, had 
the old carnal nature to conquer and overcome. God de- 
manded no less from us than He does from you today. 
God wanted perfection in our day, and He wants per- 
fection from you. 

Do you think your problems are greater than were 
mine? Jealousy is a characteristic of human nature in 
every age; and there are also envy, hatred, and evil- 
speaking to contend with. When Lot separated and chose 
the fertile grasslands around Sodom, and Abraham took 
second choice and moved into the barren hill country, 
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Sarah Speaks 


This is the first of a series of Biblical char- 
acters, who speak to us as though they were 


present, and give us a timely message. 





there could have been jealousy, envy and bitterness. 
Then, too, there was Hagar and her son Ishmael. Their 
attitude was a trial, too. Servants can be very provoking, 
disobedient and very trying, and we had many servants. 
The people with whom we came in contact were not al- 
ways pleasant and kind. Many were thoughtless and dis- 
agreeable; yet in all this, God demanded perfection. 

You have to come out from the world and be separate? 
We did too! We were called out from the land of Chaldea. 
We left all friends and family ties, comfortable homes 
and conveniences; for we did have comfortable homes 
too. But we answered the call to travel to a strange land 
where we lived in tents, without conveniences. 

Were you called upon to make some great sacrifice? 
So were we. The command to sacrifice our son, Isaac, was 
a great trial for all of us. Isaac was an only son of our 
old age. He was a loving son, an obedient son. All our 
dreams and hopes were that he should be our support in 
our declining years. To give him up, to have him slain and 
sacrificed as a burnt offering was almost more than we 
could bear. Think you, my heart was not torn that day 
when I watched Abraham and Isaac leave for Mount 
Moriah? But, I comforted myself with the thought that 
if God could give him life to start with, surely He could 
bring him back to life again if that was in the Plan. It 
seemed, at the time, that my trial was supreme; but I am 
sure all of you have some great trial to cope with. 

Ah, do I hear you say: “You had visible angels to in- 
struct you.” True. Angels were sent from the courts of 
God to teach us, but their visits were few and far be- 
tween. Between those visits there was plenty of time to 
doubt, to disbelieve and to forget. We had to keep those 
visits alive by speaking often one to another, meditating 
on them, impressing them upon the tables of our hearts. 
How easily a vision can become dim when not renewed 
again and again! 

But tell me, how do you receive instruction? From the 
written Word? You mean the Law and Commandments 
are all written out for you so you may read them any time 
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you wish? How wonderful—wonderful! What a treasure 
you have in your possession! You do not have to wait for 
an angelic visit. You have but to go to the blessed Book 
and, lo, an angel speaks to you from the inspired pages— 
words direct from God. Marvelous! At your convenience, 
any time of day or night, you can turn the pages and find 
a “thus saith the Lord.” Those words, they comfort you, 
encourage you, strengthen you! Yea, more. If you are 
honest with yourselves, they will search you out and ex- 
amine you, condemn you, reprove and correct you. 

You live now some four thousand years after our time. 
Then you have the fulfillment of much prophecy! Much 
of what was visionary and promise to us, to you is actu- 
ally history and fact. Such evidence should make your 
faith almost reach the sky! Just how strong is your faith? 
Is it strong enough to endure unto the end? It should be 
stronger than Mount Moriah! 

Dear friends, once you were pilgrims and travelers of 
the desert wastelands. You were wanderers in a dry and 
thirsty land. Long years you had trekked the burning 
sands of self-indulgence. You had followed with the cara- 
vans of pleasures across many a wind-swept sand-dune 
of self-gratification. Then there came a day, a joyous 
day, when you stopped to quench your thirst at the oasis 
of Truth! Here you were refreshed. Here you lingered 
and vowed to pitch your tent and remain by these life- 
giving waters. You bade farewell to the caravans of sin. 
You would roam the desert wilds no more. 

So pitch your tent by those life-giving waters and 
fasten it permanently to a sure foundation; but make 
sure it faces not toward Sodom, but toward New Jeru- 
salem! Enlarge the place of your tent; make room for 
greater and nobler work. Make your tent not a tent of 
ease but the tent of a warrior—a conqueror. Stretch forth 
the curtains and expand your vision to behold all the 
wonders and grandeurs of the future. 

Yes, lengthen the cords of your responsibilities and 
tie them down securely to every opportunity. Now then, 
take up all the slackness in your aspirations and deter- 
minations. But, to have longer cords, you must have 
stronger stakes. The old tent pegs will never do. So 
tighten the tension with deeper stakes of conviction and 
drive them deep into good soil of righteousness. There is 
a great storm coming—the Euroclydon storm. Will your 
tents hold firm or will they be ripped to shreds when the 
desert winds begin to howl? 

Friends, I shall be looking forward to meeting you 
after the storm when “thine eyes shall see Jerusalem a 
quiet habitation, a tabernacle that shall not be taken 
down; not one of the stakes thereof shall ever be removed, 
neither shall any of the cords thereof be broken.” 

Farewell, fellow pilgrims, farewell! 





True reason must ever support true faith, since they 
both come from God; and the mental powers He has 
given us were no doubt intended to fortify our faith, 
however man may have perverted his own nature. 


Believer, look not so much to the mercies of God as 
to the God of mercies. It is said of Socrates, a heathen, 
that he prized the king’s countenance more than his 
coin. How much more should it be true of thee! 


Musings of the Editor 


UR trials are great opportunities. Too often we look upon 
them as great obstacles. It would be a haven of rest and 
an inspiration of unspeakable power if each of us would 
henceforth recognize every difficult situation as one of God's 
chosen ways of proving to us His love, and look around for 
the signals of His glorious manifestations; then, indeed, would 
every cloud become a rainbow and every mountain a path 
of ascension and a scene of transfiguration. 

If we will look back upon the time past, many of us will 

y find that the very time our Heavenly 

Jewels in Rough Father has chosen to do the kindest 

things for us, and has given us the 

Packages richest blessings, has been the time 

we felt strained and shut in on every side. God’s jewels are 

often sent in rough packages; but within, we find the very 
treasures of the King’s palace and the Bridegroom’s love. 

Every hard duty that lies in your path, that you would 
rather not do, that will cause you pain and struggle or 
more effort to do, has a blessing in it. Not to do it, at what- 
ever cost, is to miss the blessing. 

Every hard piece of road on which you see your Master’s 
footprints and along which He bids you follow Him, surely 
leads to blessing, which you cannot get if you do not go over 
the steep, thorny path. 

Every point of battle to which you come, where you must 
draw the sword of the spirit and fight the enemy, has a pos- 
sible victory which will form a rich blessing in your life. 

Every heavy load that you are called upon to lift, hides in 
itself a source of great strength. 





OBITUARY 
DAVID J. BECK 


In his ceaseless stalking through the land the Grim 
Reaper knocked at our doors again on Monday, Oct. 8. 
This time he gathered to himself our Brother, David J. 
Beck, who had slowly been succumbing to the weakness 
and infirmity of age and mortality for many months. 

Our Brother was born in Lafayette, Indiana, October 
28, 1872, the son of Joseph and Charlotte Schwarm Beck. 
He leaves to mourn his loss his wife, Sister Estella S. 
Beck, three sons Arthur L. Beck of Buffalo, N. Y., Donald 
J. Beck of Rochester, and Leland L. Beck of Galveston, 
Texas, a brother, Wesley Beck of Middleton, Ohio, and 
three grandchildren. 

Since joining our church in 1926, Brother Beck has 
been an active member, being for many years director of 
the men’s and ladies’ choruses of which he was sponsor. 

For nearly twenty years he served as Bible School 
Superintendent, which office he was forced to surrender 
in 1955 because of illness. 

We shall miss him as we go in and out of the House of 
the Lord where his communion, like ours, was sweet. 

To those who mourn, we would offer the comfort of 
the Scriptures, “that ye sorrow not, even as others which 
have no hope.” 

Funeral services were conducted by the Rev. Percy J. 
Thatcher at Megiddo Mission Church, at 2 P. M. Oct. 11. 
Interment was in Mount Hope Cemetery among our hal- 
lowed dead, to await the Resurrection Morn. 
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Meditations 
On the Word 


“By the grace of God I am what I am” (I Cor. 15: 10). 


When the Apostle Paul wrote these words, it was in 
connection with his enumeration of some of his past 
deeds, particularly his persecution of the church. That 
short episode in his career was one thing that troubled 
him through all the years of his ministry. Knowing, as 
he did, that the merciful God would forgive and forget, 
he, nevertheless, could not forget it. It seemed that be- 
cause of the offense, he labored more abundantly than 
anyone else, undoubtedly with the thought of compen- 
sating in some small way for the evil he had done. And 
more than likely the more he labored and devoted himself 
to the cause of Christ, the easier it became for him to 
keep back the thoughts that haunted him. 

When he remembered the men, women and children he 
had led to prison and compelled to blaspheme; when he 
recalled the ones he had caused to be slain, it brought 
bitter remorse. When he visited Jerusalem and saw Peter 
and James and the others, one can imagine something of 
the agony that must have filled his now humbled heart 
when he saw, within the circle of believers, the widows 
and orphans who were left behind after his terrorizing 
zeal for the tradition of his forefathers. 

And so it was that out of the realization of what he had 
been, and what he now was, that he wrote those words: 
“By the grace of God I am what I am.” 

From that eventful moment on the road to Damascus 
when the Lord appeared to him and gave him his com- 
mission, and ever after, he was moved by the power of 
God. As it was revealed to him what he must do, he 
obeyed; and the grace or the gospel of Christ which was 
given him became the power that transformed him into 
the man he now had become. 

What God, through His grace, has done for Paul and 
others, He can do for you and me. His Word has been the 
power by which others have risen from their former 
manner of life in sin and opposition to God, to a plane of 
purity and holy service for good. His Word, being a thor- 
ough furnisher, supplies the answers and the formula 
for successful living. It is His Word which is the search- 
light by which we search out our hearts and know the 
depths of the privacies within. And it is this Word of 
God which teaches us a code of morals, of principles and 
of honor, which demands of us that we live like men who 
are strong and steadfast and firm. And it is in propor- 
tion to the indwelling of the Word as a force in us, that 
we shall become what it teaches that we should be. 

The record of the ages and our own observation and 
experience teach that God does not find perfect stones 
in the quarry. The men and women in the world which 
He calls, are not perfect specimens. They are but ordi- 
nary, yet possessing the material which can be worked 
upon and developed. The hard, granite rock, when re- 
moved from the quarry, is rough and unsightly; but the 
tools of a skilled workman shape it to perfection. So the 
individuals who come under the influence of the grace of 


God are at first unsightly and rough, and through the 
long process of development the imperfections gradually 
grow less and less, according to the degree they allow the 
Word to change them. 

It is true that the initial break with our former way 
of life is difficult and requires a firm conviction to do so. 
It is equally true, however, that the continuance in the 
way is by no means a light matter, and should not be 
regarded as such. The difficulties and opposition one en- 
counters in the early stages of his Christian career may 
be difficult, and may demand much of his strength; but 
usually the first flush of zeal will carry him through. But 
as time lengthens, as days stretch into months, and 
months into years, and years into more years, then the 
test of endurance is encountered. 

The great Apostle was no exception in this respect. 
After years in the service for Christ, he encountered 
difficulties which presented a problem. Listen to him as 
he speaks of himself to the Roman brethren: “I often 
find that I have the will to do good, but not the power. 
That is, I don’t accomplish the good I set out to do, and 
the evil I don’t want to do I find I am always doing... . 
In my mind I am God’s willing servant, but in my own 
nature I am bound fast, as I say, to the law of sin and 
death. It is an agonizing situation, and who on earth can 
set me free from the clutches of my own sinful nature?” 
(Rom. 7:15, 16, 22—24, Phillips). 

Paul did not evade facing himself as he was, nor did 
he fail to acknowledge openly that within his heart there 
still were sins to be banished. It is evident that the nearer 
he tried to live as God would have him, the more he was 
aware of the sins which lingered in his heart, though they 
may have appeared to be small or unknown to others. 
Whatever the besetment, he looked upon it as something 
that would separate him from God and therefore classed 
it as exceeding sinful. 

Each one undoubtedly discovers for himself that deal- 
ing with sin in the inner secrets of the heart is an ‘“‘agon- 
izing situation,” and all will discover, too, that nothing 
on earth can deliver us from it except the grace or gos- 
pel of Christ. As Paul states, “I thank God there is a way 
out through Jesus Christ our Lord” (v. 25). Through 
Christ, the Truth, the gospel, or grace, is deliverance; 
and by no other way. 

By the grace of God we are what we are, and by the 
grace of God we shall reach the height to which God has 
called us. 

As it was with Paul, he fought, he labored, he pressed, 
he prayed and fasted, and with all this effort he kept up 
his faith and strength until the day he was able to say 
he had finished his course; so it must be with us. 

This Word or grace of God will reveal to us our sinful- 
ness; and as we see and know our sins, that alone will 
humiliate us and cause us to cease from them. It was 
the awareness of his sins that made Paul cry out as he 
did. The noblest and best men in all dispensations have 
been men who knew themselves, and because of that 
knowledge, kept themselves under, and waited upon God 
until they attained both a blameless heart and a blame- 
less conscience. Then it will be our holiness alone that 
shall exalt us and cause exclamations of triumph. By the 
grace of God we shall triumph. “Thanks be to God, which 
giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ’”— 
through “Christ [the Truth] in you, the hope of glory.” 





Your Questions Answered 


PERSONAL 


BIBLICAL 


Do you have a question? Personal replies to Biblical questions 
will be sent to any correspondent, and counsel will be offered on 
problems pertaining to the spiritual life. The MrcIppo MESSAGE 
will publish only the most helpful discussions for the benefit of 
other readers. No names shall be mentioned. 


Did Jesus say, “My God, My God, Why hast Thou forsaken 
me? 


The verses commonly brought up as proof for this dole- 
ful cry are Ps, 22:1, Matt. 27: 46, and Mark 15: 34, with 
which it is claimed Jesus ended His last hours. Gesenius, 
in his Hebrew Lexicon, informs us that the first defini- 
tion of the word azab, translated “forsaken,” is: “To 
loosen bands and to let a beast go free from its bonds.” 
He also explains: “There is a play of the words in the 
double use of the verb which stands first in the common 
signification of forsaking, then in the primary one of 
loosing. It is applied to a servant set free.” Some Hebrew 
words, like our English, have different meanings, and 
we must always choose the one in harmony with the gen- 
eral teaching of the Scriptures. 

Consider Jesus’ wonderful discourse with the Apostles 
even after He knew Judas was to betray Him (John 13: 
17). Consider His praise, submission and love for the Fa- 
ther; and then to think He accused the Father of for- 
saking Him; and He is our example! 

For the word “why,” the Hebrew Lexicon refers to 
mah and gives for definitions: “How, how much; in ez- 
clamations of admiration.” 

Crucified persons lingered in agony from six to nine 
days; while Jesus expired in a few hours. As He realized 
His end was near, His heart was overwhelmed with thank- 
fulness, and He exclaimed in admiration: “My God! my 
God! how greatly hast thou helped me! how wonderful 
has been my release!” (correctly translated). His last 
words were of thankfulness to a righteous Father, in 
keeping with the tenor of His whole life, and harmonize 
with the Bible principle that God never forsakes the 
righteous (Josh. 1:5; Ps. 87: 25; 9:10; Heb. 18: 5). 


What did Jesus mean when He said, “Let the dead bury 
their dead”? (Luke 9: 60). 


This was spoken to a man who, when Jesus asked him 
to follow Him, replied, “Lord, suffer me first to go and 
bury my father.” More than likely the man’s father was 
still living, though advanced in years. This man wished 
to remain with his father until his death, and then he 
would take up the ministry with Christ. 

In this passage the importance of Jesus’ ministry and 
the urgency with which His followers must act is stressed 
for all time. He who hears Jesus’ call must not put it off 
because of temporal obligations. Someone who cares not 
to follow the Master—who is dead, spiritually speaking 
—will be available for those necessary duties. But the 
Gospel must not suffer because of our negligence. 


The Revelator envisioned a time when there should be 
no more sea (Rev. 21: 1). When is this to be? 


The “sea” in this connection is the sea of nations or 
people as mentioned in Rev. 17:1, 15. It has no refer- 
ence to the literal sea but to the nations in their divided 
state. When the new heavens and earth are established, 
that is, when the Kingdom of God is set up, there will be 
no more many nations divided and warring, but there 
shall be but one nation, and one King shall reign over 
them. 
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What Sanctuary was to be cleansed and when? A certain 
sect formerly taught that it is the earth; now they say the 
sanctuary is heaven. 


What could there be in heaven to cleanse? It is the 
home of the Deity where only the pure in heart dwell. We 
find the sanctuary refers to God’s people. Some of the 
definitions of the original word are: “It is used of pious 
men who are pure from defilements of sin, hence used 
of the people of Israel, who were to abstain from every 
kind of impurity ... pious worshipers of God, saints... 
they shall be holy before their God, lest they defile... 
to purify, to make oneself clean.” Ps. 114: 2 says “Judah 
was his sanctuary.” And in Ps. 74: 7 we read, “They have 
cast fire into thy sanctuary, they have defiled by casting 
down the dwelling place of thy name to the ground.” His 
name, the Word of God (Rev. 19:13) dwells in His 
people. So when the saints were worn out, all turned 
from truth to fables, truth cast to the ground (Dan. 7: 
25; 8:12; II Tim. 4: 3, 4), that sanctaury was defiled and 
so it remained until a faithful and wise servant sounded 
the midnight cry to prepare to meet the Master, to wash 
and be clean (Isa. 1:16, 17; John 15:3; II Cor. 7:1). 
Now it is being cleansed again, and this sanctuary or 
glorious church will be presented to Christ all clean and 
pure, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing (Eph. 
5: 25—27). 


Some people say that Christ went to paradise—not to 
heaven. What do you think? 


The angel said He went to heaven. “Ye men of Galilee, 
why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, 
which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in 
like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven” (Acts 
Es 3SD, 

Peter tells us in Acts 3:20, 21, “And he shall send 
Jesus Christ, ... whom the heaven must receive until the 
times of restitution of all things.” “But the common- 
wealth to which we belong is in heaven, and from it we 
are eagerly awaiting the coming of a saviour, the Lord 
Jesus Christ” (Phil. 3:20, Am. Trans.). 


Is it true that the Apostle Peter was hanged or crucified 
with his head down? 


Tradition says so, but lacking definite and reliable his- 
torical data, we neither affirm nor deny. Knowing the vio- 
lent persecutions that were arising at that time, it is not 
at all unlikely that he suffered martyrdom. 


I should like to know: What does the “thicket” mean in 
Jer. 4: 7? 

The verse reads: ‘The lion is come up from his thicket, 
and the destroyer of the Gentiles is on his way.” This 
refers to the coming of Christ, “the Lion of the tribe of 
Judah.” He is coming from His “thicket,” the place He 
has been waiting, to attack and destroy the powers of 
evil, when He goes forth conquering and to conquer (Rev. 
6:3; 19: 11—16). 


Did Moses actually break the tables containing the com- 
mandments, and why? 

Exodus 32:19 states that Moses “cast the tables out 
of his hands, and brake them beneath the mount.” The 
reason he broke them was that he saw that the Chil- 
dren of Israel had returned to idol worship and had com- 
pletely forsaken God. He felt they were unworthy of the 
law which the tables contained. 


ll 














TO GOD BE THE GLORY 


To God be the glory, His wonderful Word 

Was made known to me; the glad message I’ve heard. 
I once walked in darkness, but plainly I see 

All sin must be banished if I would be free. 

I sat in the prison of doubt and despair, 

With nothing to comfort, and no one to care; 

Till Jesus brought peace to my sin-burdened heart, 
And bade me from error and evil depart. 


To God be the glory, in causing to shine 

The Light that is flooding this pathway of mine. 
The pitfalls before me are clearly revealed, 

As beams from His Lighthouse illumine the field. 
No more am I sad; now I work with a will, 

As daily I labor, God’s law to fulfill; 

For Jesus commands, “Be ye perfect, indeed, 
And to every word of My Father give heed.” 


To God be the glory for aid He provides 

In seasons when trouble or sorrow betides. 

His, “I will be with thee; oh, be not dismayed,” 
Suffices to keep me from being afraid. 

I hear, “As your need, be your strength for the day.” 
And when I would fret at some minor delay, 

The warning, “Let patience perfect you, My child,” 
Spurs me with resolve to be still undefiled. 


To God be the glory, for friends, one and all, 
Who quickly respond to the clarion call. 

They give to the fullest extent of their power, 
And temper their help to the need of the hour. 
When words of reproof are the way to be kind, 
The duty is done with no malice in mind; 

Or if one should fall, then they stoop to assist. 
In fact, not a chance to be Christlike is missed. 


To God be the glory for worthies of old, 

Whose fearless endurance is oftentimes told: 

For Christ and the life of denial He led; 

For hope that He gave when He rose from the dead. 
And now, at the close of Salvation’s great day, 
Another is given to show us the way; 

A teacher whose equal on earth is not found. 

“To God be the glory,” re-echoes the sound. 


To God be the glory, He urges me on, 
By warnings and promise, to meet the new dawn 
(A glorious morning, whose advent is sure) 
With hands that are clean, and a heart that is pure. 
To God be the glory, whose mercy and love, 
Unequalled on earth, or in regions above, 
Provided all these for such mortals as I, 
That we may be able with angels to vie. 

—L. 
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